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“The empowerment of rural women and girls is essential to building a prosperous, 
equitable and peaceful future for all on a healthy planet.” 
(UN Secretary-General, António Guterres)

The first International Day of Rural Women was observed on 15 October 2008. This 
new international day, established by the UN General Assembly recognized “the critical 
role and contribution of rural women, including indigenous women, in enhancing 
agricultural and rural development, improving food security and eradicating rural 
poverty”. 

The crucial role that women play in ensuring the sustainability of rural households and 
communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall wellbeing, has been increasingly 
recognized. 
They make significant contributions to agricultural production, food security and 
nutrition, land and natural resource management, and building climate resilience. Even 
so, rural women face structural barriers and discriminatory social norms, constraining 
women’s decision-making power and political participation in rural households and 
communities. 

In Europe, 35.1% of the agricultural workforce is female which shows that their share is 
smaller than the total working population (45.9%); and only 30% of the farm managers 
are women. In terms of training, 70.7 % of the European farm managers had only 
practical experience, 20.7 % had basic agricultural training and 8.6 % had followed full 
agricultural training. Eurostat’s data also shows that young farmers (women and men) 
have higher levels of educational attainment in terms of full agricultural training (19.2% 
vs 2.6% for over 65 years old) and had followed up-to-date professional training courses 
including those on new and innovative farming practices.

Yet, there is no official data on how many women across EU are currently attending 
agricultural education schools and how many of these educated women continue on 
their business or gave up of their agricultural projects. It is critical to attract and retain 
skilled individuals, fight ageing farming population and rural migration. 
Rural areas make up 93% of the EU territory but only 28% of its population lives in these 
areas. Moreover, the income per capita in these areas is little more than half of urban 
areas. Improving the adaptability of workers and enterprises to the sector and ensuring 
better education and skills in rural areas would help to close the employment gap in 
rural areas and promote productivity and fair competition. 
In addition, education is also the 4th Sustainable Development Goal and the cornerstone 
to development, ending hunger and malnutrition and women empowerment.

In a nutshell, European Rural women can help to reshape agriculture landscape 
and with this event we wish to discuss challenges of rural women education and 
celebrate good examples towards rural women’ education, knowledge, innovation and 
technology that hopefully can be inspirational for others. 



Host MEPs:
Anne Sander (EPP)
Isabel Carvalhais (S&D)
Elsi Katainen (Renew Europe)

Moderator: 
Diana Filip (WEP)

Opening remarks
• by the hosting MEPs

Gender balance in farming schools
• by Clara Serrano, Marketing Leader, Europe, Corteva Agriscience

Access agriculture education as a woman: lessons learnt from a young farmer’s perspective
• by Doris Letina, CEJA Vice President

How to attract women to farming schools?
• by Dr. Margreet van der Burg, Wageningen University 

National policies to promote the attractiveness of agriculture among women
• by Michaela Glatzl, Austrian Chamber of Agriculture and Gerald Neugschwandtner,  

Austrian Federal Ministry of Sustainability and Tourism 

Business Development for Women
• by Helena Isakson, Swedish Farmers Association

Cooperative programmes for education and women farmers’ settlement
• by Dolores Calvo, Spanish Agrifood Cooperatives

Closing remarks
• by Lotta Folkesson, Chair of the Women’s Committee of COPA 
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Copa is the united voices of farmers in the EU. 
Created in 1958, it represents the interest of 22 
milion farmers and their families in the EU to 
ensure that they have a fair standard of living and 
an economically viable future. 
Copa defends a sustainable and competitive EU 
agriculture sector capable of providing quality 
food supplies to hald a billion consumers in the EU 
at the same time as ensuring attractive, flourishing 
rural areas. 
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